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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on June 18, 2007 has been entered. Claims 34 and 
29 have been amended. Claims 1-24 have been cancelled. Claims 45 and 46 have 
been added. Claims 25-46 are now pending in this application, with claims 25, 33, 34, 
and 39 being independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 25-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Toba (US 6,438,392), in view of Watanabe et al (US 6,125,264). 

4. In regards to claims 25, 27, 33, 34, 37, 41 , 43, and 44, Toba discloses a foldable 
portable cellular phone (e.g., folding portable cellular phone, See Fig. 1) and method 
being constructed integrally of a main body (See Fig. 1 and body 1) with a speech 
function, a lid body (See Fig. 1 and cover section 2) foldable relative to said main body, 
and a screen (See Fig. 1 and Liquid Crystal Display (LCD) 6) to display operational 
contents, comprising: a control section (See Fig. 3 and control circuit 12) to store in a 
call history storing area in a storing unit call history information (for example, telephone 
number or an ID of the calling party, a timestamp, etc.) about an unanswered call that 
was received (See coL 5 lines 28-35); a key (See Fig. 3 and operation keys 4) operative 
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to provide control signals to said control section to cause said control section to search 
said call history storing area in said control section and said telephone directory 
memory, said key being configured to be operated by a called party (e.g., user); 
wherein, when the unanswered call was received while said foldable portable cellular 
phone was folded, a sound (for example, the sound is providing by the vibrator 15 or the 
sounder 16, See Fig. 3) corresponding to a calling party of the unanswered call is output 
through operation of said key (See col. 5 lines 21-35 and col. 5-6 lines 55-4). Toba, 
however, does not disclose a telephone information registering unit including a 
telephone directory memory in which a plurality of different sounds are stored so as to 
be associated with a corresponding plurality of pre-registered calling parties; upon a 
match resulting from said searching, cause to output one of said plurality of sounds 
which corresponds to a pre-registered calling party stored in said telephone directory 
memory; and whereby each of a plurality of different calling parties may be identified by 
each of a plurality of different sounds in response to operation of said key. Watanabe, 
however, does disclose a telephone information registering unit (See Fig. 1 and ROM 
22) including a telephone directory memory (See Fig. 1 and RAM 23) in which a plurality 
of different sounds are stored so as to be associated with a corresponding plurality of 
pre-registered calling parties (See col. 3 lines 16-21, col. 3 lines 35-52, col. 5 lines 8-26, 
col. 5 lines 34-56, and col. 6 lines 1-21); upon a match resulting from said searching, 
cause to output one of said plurality of sounds which corresponds to a pre-registered 
calling party stored in said telephone directory memory (See col. 5 lines 8-26, col. 5 
lines 34-56, and col. 5 lines 53-62); and whereby each of a plurality of different calling 
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parties may be identified by each of a plurality of different sounds in response to 
operation of said key (See Fig. 1 and operation keyboard 25) (See col. 3 lines 53-57, 
col. 5 lines 8-26, col. 5 lines 34-56, and col. 6 lines 1-21). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate 
these features within the system, as a way of providing a signal receiving method, which 
includes the steps of receiving a signal and informing a called party about the status of 
a call received. 

5. In regards to claims 26 and 36, Toba discloses all of claims 26 and 36 limitations, 
except the foldable portable cellular phone, wherein said control section is configured to 
cause to output one of said plurality of sounds corresponding to a second one of said 
pre-registered calling parties who called prior to a first one of said pre-registered calling 
parties in response to multiple successive operations of said key. Watanabe, however, 
does disclose wherein said control section is configured to cause to output one of said 
plurality of sounds corresponding to a second one of said pre-registered calling parties 
who called prior to a first one of said pre-registered calling parties in response to 
multiple successive operations of said key (See col. 3 lines 16-21 , col. 3 lines 35-52, 
col. 5 lines 8-44, and col. 5 lines 53-62). 

6. In regards to claims 28, 32, and 38, Toba discloses all of claims 28, 32, and 38 
limitations, except the foldable portable cellular phone, wherein said sounds are 
produced by a ringer generator. Watanabe, however, does disclose wherein said 
sounds are produced by a ringer generator (Fig. 1 and CPU 21) (See col. 3 lines 35-52 
and col. 5 lines 46-52). 
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7. In regards to claims 29, 39, and 42, Toba discloses all of claims 29, 39, and 42 
limitations, except the foldable portable cellular phone, wherein vibration is employed in 
addition to said sounds. Watanabe, however, does disclose wherein vibration is 
employed in addition to said sounds (See col. 7 lines 22-29). 

8. In regards to claims 30, 35, and 40, Toba discloses the foldable portable cellular 
phone, wherein said incoming call history information includes the name of a calling 
party (See col. 5 lines 28-35). 

9. In regards to claim 31 , Toba discloses the foldable portable cellular phone, 
wherein said incoming call information history includes the time (e.g., timestamp) an 
unanswered call was received (See col. 5 lines 28-35). 

10. In regards to claim 43, Toba and Watanabe disclose all of claim 43 limitations, 
except Toba does not disclose the portable phone, wherein, when m unanswered calls 
were received while said foldable portable cellular phone was folded, m being a positive 
integer greater than one, and upon operation of the keypad m consecutive times by the 
called party, a sound corresponding to a calling party of one of the m unanswered calls 
that was received by said foldable portable cellular phone prior to any of the other m-1 
unanswered calls, is output through operation of said key. Watanabe, however, does 
disclose wherein, when m unanswered calls were received while said foldable portable 
cellular phone was folded, m being a positive integer greater than one, and upon 
operation of the keypad (See Fig. 1 and operation keyboard 25) m consecutive times by 
the called party, a sound corresponding to a calling party of one of the m unanswered 
calls that was received by said foldable portable cellular phone prior to any of the other 
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m-1 unanswered calls, is output through operation of said key (See col. 3 lines 53-57, 
col. 5 lines 8-26, col. 5 lines 34-56, and col. 6 lines 1-21). 

11. In regards to claim 44, Toba and Watanabe disclose all of claim 44 limitations, 
except Toba does not disclose the portable phone, wherein, when m unanswered calls 
were received by said portable phone, m being a positive integer greater than one, and 
upon operation of the keypad m consecutive times by the called party, a sound 
corresponding to a calling party of the m unanswered calls that was received by said 
portable phone prior to any of the other m-1 unanswered calls, is output through 
operation of said key. Watanabe, however, does disclose wherein, when m 
unanswered calls were received by said portable phone, m being a positive integer 
greater than one, and upon operation of the keypad (See Fig. 1 and operation keyboard 
25) m consecutive times by the called party, a sound corresponding to a calling party of 
the m unanswered calls that was received by said portable phone prior to any of the 
other m-1 unanswered calls, is output through operation of said key (See col. 3 lines 53- 
57, col. 5 lines 8-26, col. 5 lines 34-56, and col. 6 lines 1-21). 

12. In regards to claims 45 and 46, Toba and Watanabe disclose all of claims 45 and 
46 limitations, except Toba does not disclose a second identifying unit configured to 
determine whether a sender of an e-mail to the portable phone when the portable phone 
is folded matches information stored in an e-mail directory memory, and to cause the 
vibration generator to produce a particular vibration corresponding to the sender of the 
e-mail when there is a match. Watanabe, however, does disclose generating a 
particular sound when a page from a pager or facsimile tone/signal is received (See col. 
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6-7 lines 28-2). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to incorporate this feature within the portable phone, as a 
way of generating a particular sound/notification when a called party receives an e-mail. 

Response to Arguments 

1 3. Applicant's arguments filed 06/1 8/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

14. Applicant argues that, in Toba, the vibration and/or sound emanated by the 
cellular phone is not provided such that the user can determine a particular calling party 
which made a particular call, based on that particular sound previously being equated 
by the user of the cellular phone with the particular calling party, but rather the user of 
Toba's cellular phone only knows by the sound and/or vibration that a call was made to 
his/her cellular phone, and the user of Toba's cellular phone has to peruse the LED 
display to determine who actually made that call. Applicant further argues that 
Watanabe et al. do not describe a telephone directory memory in which a plurality of 
different sounds are stored so as to be associated with a plurality of pre-registered 
calling parties, and that there is nothing in the cited portions of Watanabe et al. 
concerning the equating, by a called party, of calling parties with particular sounds, so 
that when a sound is made by the called party's cellular phone while the cellular phone 
is folded, the call party can determine who made that call to him/her, based solely on 
that sound. 
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15. In response to Applicant's argument concerning that, in Toba, the vibration 
and/or sound emanated by the cellular phone is not provided such that the user can 
determine a particular calling party which made a particular call, based on that particular 
sound previously being equated by the user of the cellular phone with the particular 
calling party, but rather the user of Toba's cellular phone only knows by the sound 
and/or vibration that a call was made to his/her cellular phone, and the user of Toba's 
cellular phone has to peruse the LED display to determine who actually made that call, 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. The limitation, of claim 25, in which Toba was used to 
disclose, does not recite a vibration and/or sound emanated by the cellular phone being 
provided such that the user can determine a particular calling party which made a 
particular call , based on that particular sound previously being equated bv the user of 
the cellular phone with the particular calling party . The limitation, of claim 25, in which 
Toba was used to disclose, merely recites, "wherein, when the unanswered call was 
received while said foldable portable cellular phone was folded, a sound corresponding 
to a calling party of the unanswered call is output through operation of said key." This 
particular limitation of claim 25, does not recite a plurality of different sounds, nor the 
calling party as being a pre-registered/particular calling party. This particular limitation, 
merely recites, " a sound corresponding to a calling party of the unanswered call." 
Therefore, the user of Toba's cellular phone may simply have his or her cellular phone 
set to vibrate or produce a sound (for example, the sound is providing by the vibrator 15 
or the sounder 16, See Fig. 3) when an answered call of a calling party is received. 
Therefore, Toba does teach, wherein, when the unanswered call was received while 
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said foldable portable cellular phone was folded, a sound (for example, the sound is 
providing by the vibrator 15 or the sounder 16, See Fig. 3) corresponding to a calling 
party of the unanswered call is output through operation of said key (See Fig. 3 and 
operation keys 4) (See col. 5 lines 21-35 and col. 5-6 lines 55-4). 
1 6. In response to Applicant's argument concerning that Watanabe et al. do not 
describe a telephone directory memory in which a plurality of different sounds are 
stored so as to be associated with a plurality of pre-registered calling parties, and that 
there is nothing in the cited portions of Watanabe et al. concerning the equating, by a 
called party, of calling parties with particular sounds, so that when a sound is made by 
the called party's cellular phone while the cellular phone is folded, the call party can 
determine who made that call to him/her, based solely on that sound, Examiner 
respectfully disagrees. Watanabe et al, teach that telephone numbers are previously 
stored and registered in the memory (See Fig. 1 and RAM 23). Watanabe et al. further 
teach that different calling sounds (e.g., calling sound #1, calling sound #2, and calling 
sound #3, See Fig. 5) correspond to, and are set for the stored/registered telephone 
numbers. That is, when an incoming call is received, the telephone set indicates an 
identification (ID) number (e.g., telephone number) of the caller. Therefore, if the caller 
is registered in the called party's telephone set, a different calling sound may be 
generated for that particular caller (See col. 5 lines 8-26, col. 5 lines 34-56, and col. 6 
lines 1-21). 
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Conclusion 

17. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

18. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

1 9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thjuan K. Addy whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7486. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00pm. 

20. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on (571 ) 272-7488. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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21 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Thjuan K. Addy 
Patent Examiner 
AU 2614 




